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RACE is FAST becoming the key issue in world politics to-
day. The evidence is all there. In South Africa, systematic
white oppression has already made an explosion inevitable and
doomed Verwoerd to disaster. Across the Atlantic, the Negro
campaign for equal rights, sometimes opposed by mob violence,
has become the biggest single issue in American politics and
could even topple President Kennedy next year.

As the gap between rich white and poor non-white nations
widens the conflict has taken on an extra economic significance
as well. Even the gigantic Sino-Soviet ideological dispute about
co-existence and world revolution has already acquired racial
overtones that cannot be ignored.

Anyone in Britain who imagines that we can stand aside
from this great issue is living in a fooFs paradise. Geoige
Brown said in Stockport last Sunday: "For years we have
ducked the racial conflict and abdicated our responsibilities."
He is absolutely right.

Sir Alec Douglas-Home and his colleagues bear a heavy
responsibility. Their public speeches are full of fine phrases
about the "multi-racial Commonwealth", "the wind of
change" and "the free world". But in practice they sell arms to
South Africa and Portugal and oppose all the constructive
efforts made by the United Nations to work for human rights*
as with their recent veto in the Security Council. At home
they have imposed a discriminatory Commonwealth Immigra-
tion Act, refused to outlaw the colour bar and have done